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SERMON SERIES: “Spiritual Discipleship” 

SERMON TITLE: “The Disciple’s Sacrificial Love” 

SCRIPTURE: Mark 14:3-9 (NIV) 

INTRODUCTION: The woman in this passage of Scripture who 

anointed Jesus was Mary, the sister of Lazarus. This passage is all 

about sacrifice and demonstrates for us a strong lesson on sacrificial 

love and sacrificial giving. 

 

1. Mary's love was selfless and costly (v. 3). 
 

Mary anointed Jesus herself.  
 

Mary took the most precious thing she had and gave it to Jesus 

in the most significant way, in an act of anointing. 

 

• True love is selfless and costly.  

• True love forgets self and pays whatever price is necessary 

to demonstrate one's love.  

• True love gives its most precious possession. 

 

 

2. Mary's love was questioned and murmured against (vv. 4-5). 
 

There are always those who feel the believer's love and sacrifice 

go too far.  
 

• They feel commitment of life is not necessary, not to the 

extent of total sacrifice. 

• They feel commitment of money is not necessary, not to the 

extent of tithing. 

• They feel commitment of behavior is not necessary, not to 

the extent of separation from the world. 

• They feel commitment of tongue is not necessary, not to the 

extent of cleaning up one's speech completely and witnessing 

courageously. 

3. Mary's love was a good and lovely thing (v. 6). 
 

• The love and sacrifice that leads a person to do good works 

for Christ attracts His attention.  

• His eyes do not miss the good and lovely works of those 

devoted to Him.  

• He is struck by their sacrifice of life, money, time, and 

whatever else they commit to Him. 

 

 

4. Mary's love grasped the opportune time (v. 7). 
 

• The presence of Jesus, that is, a sense of His presence and of 

His Word, is not always pounding away at the mind and 

heart of man.  

• Man must grasp the opportunity to show his love and 

sacrifice for Christ when it presents itself. 

 

 

5. Mary's love did all it could (v. 8). 
 

• Jesus said, “She did what she could.”  

• The anointing of Jesus pointed toward His burial and death. 

This is exactly what Jesus said: “She did it for my burial.” 

 

 

6. Mary's love was rewarded (v. 9). 
 

• Jesus honored Mary because she had so greatly honored 

Him. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: Headlines are written about presidents; movies are 

made about heroes, yet we remember small acts of kindness and 

compassion. They fill our personal memories and iron out the creases 

of our lives. Small acts of love fuel our days. God's memory is greater. 

He notices everything we do to serve and honor him. Never think of 

your seemingly insignificant gesture as just a blip on the screen. God 

is pleased with your kindness, and he will remember. God regards 

heartfelt devotion to him as heroic and noteworthy. 


